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Across the United States, Jews come together every week to sing and pray in a wide variety of

worship communities. Through this music, made by and for ordinary folk, these worshippers define

and re-define their relationship to the continuity of Jewish tradition and the realities of American life.

Combining oral history with an analysis of recordings, The Lord's Song in a Strange Land examines

this tradition incontemporary Jewish worship and explores the diverse links between the music and

both spiritual and cultural identities. Alive with detail, the book focuses on metropolitan Boston and

covers the full range of Jewish communities there, from Hasidim to Jewish college students in a

transdenominational setting. It documents a remarkably fluid musical tradition, where melodies are

often shared, where sources can be as as diverse as Sufi chant, Christmas carols, rock and roll,

and Israeli popular music, and where the meaning of a song can change from one block to the next.
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Key line in this book: "The importance of music in worship cannot be overstated." Times change and

what is meaningful in the way worship is conducted evolves. This book helpful for anyone involved

in creating or updating Jewish worship services. Background on what others do and how people

respond. Surely appropriate for other religions too in this age.

This journey of Jewish song and identity draws the best of both to comprise an inspiring book that is



both a good read and a good listen. It will leave the reader singing and praying.
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